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From CharacterTowns.org…The ASCE has been reporting on the status of US 

infrastructure since 1988. Their work provides a great “to do” list for all levels of government 
and the private sector. Hopefully a meaningful federal infrastructure bill is forthcoming. 

 

From the ASCE… 

The 2021 Report Card for America’s Infrastructure. 
 

“For the first time in 20 years, our infrastructure GPA is a C-, up from a D+ in 2017. This is good 

news and an indication we’re headed in the right direction, but a lot of work remains. 
 

“While we grade 17 categories individually, our infrastructure is a system of systems and more 

connected than ever before. As we look at the low grades and analyze the data behind them, 

there are three trends worth noting:  

 

“1. Maintenance backlogs continue to be an issue, but asset management helps prioritize 

limited funding. Sectors like transit and wastewater have staggering maintenance deficits, but 

developing a clear picture of where the available funding is most needed improves overall 

system performance and public safety. The drinking water sector, for example, has embraced 

asset management and new technology to pinpoint leaks and target repairs.  

 

“2. State and local governments have made progress. Increased federal investment or reform 

has also positively impacted certain categories. Thirty-seven states have raised their gas tax to 

fund critical transportation investments since 2010. Ninety-eight percent of local infrastructure 

ballot initiatives passed in November 2020. At least 25 major cities and states now have chief 

resilience officers. These improvements were made by elected officials from both sides of the 

aisle and with strong voter support. Meanwhile, categories like ports, drinking water, and 

inland waterways have been the beneficiaries of increased federal funding.  

 

“3. There are still infrastructure sectors where data is scarce or unreliable. Sectors like school 

facilities, levees, and stormwater still suffer from a lack of robust condition information or 

inventory of assets. To target investments and allocate funding, routine, reliable data should be 

the standard.” 

 

LINK to the Executive Summary: https://infrastructurereportcard.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/12/2021-IRC-Executive-Summary-1.pdf 
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